Less than an hour away from
Auckland, Waiheke Island
offers plenty of idyllic

beaghes , like Qpetangi Beach

here, to get away fromit all

r eath- takingly s

[T




Your trip mapped out

Soak in island life just a skip away from a bustling metropolis, get wet navigating

through rapids and drink up some sumptuous reds and perfumed whites

® TAUPO
Best for adventure f

viiangarel

Battle the rapids of the
Tongariro River, get thrown
about by the Huka F alls jet
boat and take the plunge at
Taupo Bungy

© HAWKE® BAY
Best for vineyards

Ever since missionaries
planted the Prst vines here,
Hawke® Bay has been known
to produce New Zealand® top
full-bodied reds

© WELLINGTON

Best for museums O NAPIER

Best for Art Deco

Learn about the New Zealand
story at the country® s national
museum, Te Papa, and at the
Karori Sanctuary , Zealandia

Nellifist

vl ')_L:,_ﬂﬁﬁyﬂ Travel back in time to the
1930s, as Napier has a
greatest concentration of Art
Deco architecture
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® AUCKLAND
Best for idand life

It did not matter that the day was
punctuated with periodic showers, or that
it was the tail end of New Zealand® winter
with temperatures hovering atacool 15;C.
Everywhere we went on Waiheke Island, it
was teeming with people Bfamilies with
kids and grandparents in tow enjoying a
sumptuous and leisurely brunch in cafes
and restaurants, groups of friends
attending cellar room tastings, and folks
from all walks of life catching the bouts of
sunshine along the beachesand parks B
many of whom are Aucklanders. It was a
Saturday and just becauseit was the
weekend, many of those who reside in
Auckland take the chance to escapethe
urbanised jungle and whisk away to
Waiheke Island.

Waiheke Island brst started getting
popular when creative types like artists,
musicians, writers, poets and actors took
up residence and opened up art studios,
galleries and quaint cafes.Not too long
after, people started realising that the
island@ climate and terroir was ideal for
growing produce like grapesand olives,
and soon vineyards and olive plantations
sprouted. Compounded by the island&
existing beautiful beachesand native
forest reserves, Waiheke( forever-summer
island lifestyle continues to attract
weekend trippers from Auckland all year
round. It being just a35-minute ferry ride
away debnitely helps.

OThereare about 8,000 permanent
residents on the island, plus plenty more
who have holiday homes here,OSteve
Robinson, anisland local and my guide for
the day shared. OSomeresidents even
commute daily between the island and
Auckland; it is very convenient.O Like
many others, Stevefell in love with
Waiheke Island while vacationing and
becoming anisland guide came naturally .
As he brought us around on agourmet
wine and food tour, it seemedlike he was
visiting neighbours, checking in with the
cellarmaster of Mudbrick Vineyards on
their latest harvest and bantering with the
maitre d at Stonyridge VineyardsOcafZ.
When the folks at Cable Bay Vineyards
becamealittle inundated with guests,he
even took it upon himself to bring us
around their stunning winery facilities
and sculpture park.

Over at the Rangihoua Estate, one of the
leading olive growers on Waiheke with an
award-winning extra virgin olive oil, we
were touring the estate®mill when we

Little P alm Beach is just
one of the many quaint
corners on Waiheke
Island

came acrossrandom bottles of oil. Wewere
told that residents on the islands who have
and harvest their own olive trees, send
their olives to the estateand have them
processed by Rangihoua. Indeed, the
popularity of home-grown olive oil is on
the rise and nothing quite afprms your

own slice of island life asaproduct from
your gardensdisplayed proudly in your
kitchen larder.

FURTHER INFORMATION

® Fullers Auckland operates regular ferry trips
between Auckland and Waiheke island
(fullers.co.nz).

® Ananda Tours specialises in relaxed and exclusive
tours of Waiheke Island (ananda.co.nz).

® See rangihouaestate .co.nz, mudbrick.co .nz and
cablebay.co.nz for tastings.

@ This year® Waiheke Island International Jazz
Festival will be held from 6 -8 April
(waihekejazzfestival.co .nz).

@ For more information on the island, visit
waihekenz.com

WHERETO EAT

@ The Veranda CafZ at Stonyridge Vineyard
overlooks the vines, olive grove, and lavender peld,
and serves up delicious nosh such as roasted
Southland lamb topside and pan-roasted duck
breast (mains from US$20; stonyridge .co.nz).

The Perfect Trip

NEW ZEALAND
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WH ERE TO STAY
HOTEL DEBRETT

Hotel DeBrett's iconic building was home
to Auckland’s very first hotel, The
Commercial Hotel that opened in 1841. It
has since been stylishly reinterpreted into
a 25-room boutique hotel. Every room is
individually designed and complimented
with eclectic furniture, New Zealand art
and photography collected by designer
Michelle Deery in her travels around New
Zealand and internationally (from US$235;
hoteldebrett.com). »
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® TAUPO
Best for adventure

As he started binding my feet together, the
trepidation set in, my stomach felt queasy
and I could not even carry out a decent
conversation with the Kiwi operator who
was obviously trying to ease my nerves
with friendly banter. The only thought on
my mind: just jump; do not hesitate, just
jump. Iinched my way forward to the edge
of the platform and surprisingly, it was not
the fear of hurtling myself down 47 metres
with a mere bungy cord as a lifeline that
took my breath away. Taupo Bungy is the
most popular bungy spot in the North
Island and from my vantage point it was
easy to see why. Set on a cliff over the
mighty Waikato River, the Taupo bungy
platform provides a picturesque canyon
view that deserves at least a few moments
of appreciation. And after successfully
surviving the plunge, I can safely say that
the views are much better as you dive
down the canyon, provided you keep your
eyes open throughout.

Located in the heart of New Zealand
North Island, Taupo has, over the years,
earned itself a status of adrenaline capital.
An abundance of heart-pumping activities
like mountain biking, jet boating, bungy
jumping and white water rafting are
widely offered, with natural wonders such
as Mount Ruapehu, Huka Falls and
Aratiatia Rapids as spectacular backdrops.

In fact, one of the best ways to view
Taupo’s beauty in its entirety is to free fall
from over three kilometres up in the air.
Just ask the 35,000 daredevils who take the
leap each year, making Taupo the sky
diving capital of the world.

Just earlier, I had already experience my
heart in my mouth when we visited the
Huka Falls, a set of water falls on the
Waikato River, and got thrown about on a
high speed Huka Jet boat. It was a small
price to pay for being able to marvel at the
incredible water level views of the
spectacular Huka Falls.

But we were not done; getting high on
adrenaline makes one crave more and we
found our next adventure at The Tongariro
River. The Tongariro River is one of New
Zealand’s most famous rivers and with
over 60 roller coaster Grade Three rapids,
is one of the best rafting adventures in the
North Island. A large part of the river can
only be accessed by raft and within the two
and a half hour adventure, there is ample
opportunity to appreciate the unspoilt
beech forests catch sight of wildlife such as
rainbow trouts and blue ducks. After
navigating the river successtully without
getting thrown off the raft, I managed to
catch my breath and thought to myself: I
am saving the sky diving for another trip.

FURTHER INFORMATION

@ For your adrenaline thrills, see taupobungy.com,
hukafallsjet.com, and trr.co.nz

@ For more information on the region, visit
greatlaketaupo.com

NEW:ZEALAND

WHERETO EAT

@ L'Arte is a fantastically artful café in an ebullient
sculpture garden just 10 minutes from town. Lots
of mouth-watering treats are made from scratch
here, including the pesto on the antipasta platter
(mains from US$8; larte.co.nz)

ABOVE FROM LEFT The
might Huka F alls; leaping
over Waikato River
OPPOSITE Catch your breath
during a break from the
rapids to admire Tongariro
River® wilderness

WHERE TO STAY
HUKA LODGE

Huka Lodge is constantly ranked as one

of the top luxury getaways in the world.
Located upstream from the Huka Falls on
the banks of the mighty Waikato River, Huka
Lodge is nestled amongst seven hectares
of park-like grounds, offering just 18 suites,
a whole lot of pampering and privacy (from
US$425; hukalodge.co.nz). »
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HAWKE® BAY

Comprisingeverything between the big
curveon the East Coast of the lower North
Island and the mountain rangeto thewest,
Hawke®Bay®reputation asaleadingNew
Zealand wineregion precedesit.
Missionaries planted the brst vinesin the
mid 19th century, making Hawke®Bay one
of theoldest wine producingregionsin the
country. Theregion@climateisdry and
temperate, and thelong, hot summersand
cool winters offer the best weather for
growinggrapes, especially later-ripening
grapevarietiessuch asMerlot, Cabernet
Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Syrah. The
varied topography and diversesoil types
produceaconsiderablerange of winesand
winestyles. From full-bodied redsthat rival
even Bordeaux to stunningwhiteslike
Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc and the
recently popular Gewurtztraminer and
Viognier, samplingthe best of Hawke®
Bay®70-odd wineriesiseasily achieved
with awinetastingtrail.

We started off our morningat one of
Hawk®Bay®most premier wineries.
Craggy Range®Giantswinery and cellar
door islocated at the base of the spectacular

scarp of Te MataPeak, itsdramatic
hillscape and jagged peaks an interesting
juxtaposition to the neatly-lined rows of
vinesat itsfeet. Craggy Rangeisknown to
makesingle-vineyard winesthat truly
expressthevineyard®terroir. Inside the
tastingroom, | took anose and sip of the
2008 Craggy Range, Te Kahu Merlot/
Cabernet blend from Gimblett Gravels
vineyard Bopulent and structured, very
much likethe scenery outdoors. Next up
wasatastingand lunch at Blackbarn
Vineyards, asmall boutiquewinery with
just over 25 acres of vineyards.
Overlookingthevineyards, Black Barn
Bistroistheideal placetodineon cuisine
based on freshly grown regional produce
while absorbingthe atmosphere of
Hawke®Bay wine country.

FURTHER INFORMATION

‘See craggyrange.com and blackbarn.com for
cellar room tastings.

‘For more information about the Hawke's Bay
Wine region, visit hawkesbaynz.com

WHERETO EAT

"Aptly named Terroir, Craggy Range's winery
restaurant, is where local produce, the vineyard's
wine and its culture come together sublimely in a
dramatic setting. Witness your roast chicken
spit-turn in front of you on a roaring wood fire
(mains from US$26; craggyrange.com).

WHERE TO STAY

The Farm at Cape Kidnappers is the
ultimate luxury lodge, set atop 6,000 acres
of rolling pasture land of a real working
farm. Each of the lodge’s 22 suites and the
expansive Owners' cottage are designed
to evoke the rustic feel of a New Zealand
sheep station while incorporating the
most luxurious of comforts (from US$475;
capekidnappers.com). »

Neat lines of vines
blanket the lar pe of
HawkeGs Bay
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ONAPIER
Best for Art Deco

The zigzaggedand geometric shapes, the
streamlined design, the sunburst motifs
and the symbols of speed and power: as
you walk around Napier city, these
recurring architectural designs become
more evident and easierto spot. Its
prevalence soon makesyou feel asif you
have travelled backin time to the roaring
1930s or stumbled unwittingly onto an
extensive movie setof The Great Gatsby or
Our Dancing Daughters.

Quitepossibly Napier@most distinct
claim tofameisitsgreat concentration of Art
Deco buildings. After most of the city was
razed by the Hawke®Bay earthquake of 3
February 1931 and itsresulting bre, the
entireplacewasrebuiltin the Art Deco style,
which wasat thepointin timeapopular and
eclectic artistic and design stylethat
originated in Parisin the 1920s. Art Deco
expressed all thevigor and optimism of the
roaringtwenties, and theidealism and
escapism of thegrim thirties. Astheworld
entered the Great Depression in theearly
1930s, the construction industry declined.
But becauseit wasnecessary to rebuild
Napier asfast aspossible, the city@Art Deco
buildingswent up in ashort two-year span
and have becomeaconcentrated time
capsuleof that architectureperiod. Ina
country known for itsstunningand majestic
natural landscape, the beauty of Napier can
beawelcome breath of fresh air and easily
enjoyed with just aleisurestroll alongthe
compact city streets.

Formed in 1985, the Napier Art Deco
Trust drives the cityGs preservation
movement, undertaking and advocating
conservation activities along with
researching, educating and promoting the
cityGs Art Deco history . Christine Parker
hasbeenavolunteer with the Art Deco
Trust for over 15 yearsand regularly leads
visitors on guided walks around the city .
Oltégreatthat even shop and building
owners areactive in conserving the cityGs
unique architectural style,Oshe explained
while pointing out features in landmark
buildings such asThe Daily Telegraph
Building, The Masonic Hotel. The ASB
Building is of particular note thanks to its
eclectic fuse of Art Deco style with native
Maori motifs.

ONapierreally comesalive in February
when the Art Deco Weekend occurs,0
Christine enthuses. OFancydress dinners
and balls are held, there will be vintage
carson parade, everybody will dressto the
nines and try to dance the Charleston! It
really is one of the city(s biggest events and
the besttime to experience Napier!O

FURTHER INFORMATION

| "The Art Deco trust organises twice-daily walking
tours (from US$12; artdeconapier.com).

| 'This years Art Deco Weekend in Napier will be
held from 14-19 February.

| *For more information about the region, visit
napier.nz.com

WHERE TO EAT

1 'Shed 2 is a cavernous barn-meets-booth kind of
place, the menu scuttling between wood-fired
pizzas, salads and pasta dishes (mains from US$13;
shed2.co.nz).

FROM LEFT An example of
NapierGs iconic Art Deco
architecture; Dress up to
the nines and party during
Napiers Art Deco Weekend

WHERE TO STAY
THE DOME

Located in the heart of Napier, The Dome
luxury penthouse apartments offer guests
a unique accommodation on the top two
floors of an iconic Art Deco masterpiece —
the 1937 T&G building. Perfect for individual
travellers through to a group of 20, The
Dome provides flexible room configurations
from two-bedroom studio style apartments
to large four-room apartments, all
luxuriously appointed (from US$420;
thedome.co.nz). >
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The Perfect Trip
NEW ZEALAND

OWELLINGTON
Best for museums

Orou®ein luck; the weather@perfect for
spottingthe tuatara,0ZealandiaGuide
ChrisGeeinformsmeashissharp eyes
scanned through the bushed to spot this
divingfossilf areptile. Found only in
New Zealand, thetuatarasare actually part
of adistinct lineage of reptilesthat live 200
million years ago, makingthem the closest
livingthingto adinosaur. QAfter that bout
of cold rain yesterday, thetuataraswill be
comingout of their burrows for some sun
now.OChriseffortlessly pointed out yet
another of this prehistoric-lookinglizard
peekingout from the earth.

In just over an hour at Zealandia: The
Karori Sanctuary Experience, we had
already spotted acouple of takahes, three
tuataras and awhole host of other
indigenousbirdslikethetui, the New
Zealand scaup and the North Island Kaka.
Zealandia: The Karori Sanctuary
Experienceisaunique eco-attraction,
comprisingan enclosed 225 hectares of
regeneratinglowland, forest and wetland.
Protected by aninekilometrelong
predator-proof fence that keeps out
non-nativemammals, thissanctuary is
hometo dozens of reptile and amphibian
species, over 30 kindsof nativebirds, and
hundreds of plant species, many of which
werenationally-threatened and
successfully reintroduced. Throughout the
Karori sanctuary are 34 kilometres of
easy-walkingbush tracks and aguided tour
givesvisitorsadeeper understanding of the
diversewildlife.

Inside the facility®building, the
Zealandiaexhibition retellsNew Zealand®
natural history, beginning from the day
before humansarrive, through centuries of
catastrophic loss brought about
unfortunately by thearrival of humansto
present day when New Zealanders
recognisethat their uniqueisolated
geographical positioningrequiresmore
conservation effortsto keep their fragile
ecosystem alive.

Theday earlier, | had my prst round of
history lessonson New Zealand at the
award-winning National Museum of New
Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa. New Zealand®
geology and natural environment and the
stories of New Zealand®indigenous
people, the Maori, arecelebrated in Te
Papa®@permanent exhibitions, but my tour
of themuseum started at the outdoor
garden, wheremy guide Tinashowed me
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native Maori plants. Our tour wasrounded
up with atasting of traditional Maori food
that used the exact ingredientswe saw
earlier bkawakawa (bush herb) tea served
with manula(teatree) honey; kutai (mussel)
and karengo (edible seaw eed) salad;
kumara (sweet potato) chipswith horopito
(native bush pepper) mayonnaise; and
rewenabread (M~ ori potato bread) served
with piko-piko (fern frond) pesto.

Over theteaand bites, Tinaexplained to
methesignibcance of each dish Bthe
making of therewenabread was
particularly fascinating. Coming from the
root word OewaQ which means potato,
rewenarefersto thefermented ruapotato
risingagent used in the bread instead of
yeast, givingthebread itssignature brm
texture. Traditionally, each timerewena
bread isbaked, aportion of the fermented
potatoisleft aside, handed down from
generation to generation and used in
makingfuture batches of bread.

TinaherselfisMaori and apart from being
atour guide at Te Papaimparting
knowledge about Maori to visitors, sheis
also heavily activein the Maori theatre
scene. Shelikensit to rewenabread making
process, CEven though theit can be
challengingat times, itisimportant to pass
down and highlight our cultureand the
signibcance of whoweareasapeople.
Every little bit counts.O0

FURTHER INFORMATION

! "Admission into Zealandia: The Karori Sanctuary
Experience is US$14 each for the Exhibition and the
Sanctuary Valley, or US$22 for both.

| There are daily guided tours at the Museum of
New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa (from US$9). For a
taste of traditional Maori nosh, take up the Mori
Experience Kapu Ti tour (US$30; tepapa.govt.nz).

! For more information about the region, visit
wellingtonnz.com

WHERE TO EAT

| 'Duke Carvell® Swan Lane Emporium is a friendly
establishment perfect for a cosy gathering. Dishes
are served up tapas-style and communal dining is
encouraged. Do order the sesame-crusted lamb
brains and adrink from their innovative cocktail
menu (tapas from US$11; dukecarvells.co.nz).

1 1f youOreup for something fancy, head to Logan
Brown. This award-winning restaurant is a
Wellington dining institution thanks to its perfectly
executed dishes such asits signature, the paua
ravioli(mains from US$32; loganbrown.co .nz).

| 'Located within Museum Hotel, Hippopotamus
Restaurant & Bar offers exquisite French-inBuenced
cuisine, an extensive wine list and an amazing view
over the Wellington Harbour (mains from US$27;
museumhotel.co .nz).

TOP Zealandia Guide Chris Gee
OPPOSITE CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP LEFT A taste of traditional
Maori nosh at Te Papa; the
colourful takahes; a tuatara
peaking out of its burrow; the
innovative and insightful
National Museum of New
Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa

i

ik

WHERE TO STAY
MUSEUM HOTEL

Originally occupying the spot where Te Papa
museum is now, Museum Hotel maneuvered
an epic shifting to where it is now, opposite
the museum. The 165-room boutique hotel
is part hotel part musem with opulent dZcor,
organza-draped walls and lush furniture
accentuating pieces of original New Zealand
art (from US$70; museumhotel.conz). =
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MAKE IT HAPPEN

NEW ZEALAND

ESSENTIALS

Getting there

Singapore Airlines (singaporeair
com) and Jetstar Asia Airways
(jetstar.com) By direct from
Singapore to Auckland Airport
From Kuala Lumpur, By direct
with Malaysia Airlines
(malaysiaairlines.com).

[Z] Getting around
Auckland® buses (from US$1.50
per trip) and trains (from
US$1.50) are good, but can be
limited outside the city centre
(see maxx.co.nz). A good option
for further abeld is car hire.
Further reading

For more information about
travelling to New Zealand, visit
newzealand.com/travel. Also
pick up the Lonely Planet New
Zealand guide (US$26.99;
lonelyplanet.com).

E53 climate

Temp max/min 1 Rainfall

THE FINAL WORD
‘There’s a real purity in New
Zealand that's not easy to find in
the world anymore.” Elijah
Wood, Lord of the Rings
actor

Known as the ‘City of
Sails’, Auckland is
New Zealand's biggest
and busiest city, with
waterfront cafés,
quiet gardens, stylish
cocktail bars and
museums - all built
near the craters of
ancient volcanoes

WAYS TO EXPLORE AUCKLAND

For an insider guide to Auckland's

raditional and contemporary
Maori heritage, sign up for a
TAMAKI HIKOI walking tour. These
intimate and engaging tours are led
by guides from the local Maori tribe
Ngati Whatua, who will share sacred
tribal history, traditions and stories as
they bring you around iconic places
like Mount Eden (from US$30;
tamakihikoi.co.nz).

Just 30 kilometres from

downtown Auckland is
the city’s largest regional
park, the Waitakere Ranges.
Tour operator BUSH AND
BEACH TOURS organises
interactive and innovative
guided eco-tours around the area,
bringing you amongst giant tree ferns
and New Zealand's famous kauri
trees, to black sand beaches and
panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean
(from US$105; bushandbeach.co.nz).

ELLIOTT STREET STABLES is an
epicurean marketplace where
specialist artisans trade organic meat,
cheeses, wines and cakes. You'll also

find gourmet eateries of Spanish
tapas, French creperies, Italian
bruschetta, German sausages and
more. Elliot Stables is atmospherically
set in the original Archibald Clarke &
Sons warehouse of the 1800
(elliottstables.co.nz).

Located within Auckland’s One

Tree Hill domain, the STARDOME
OBSERVATORY & PLANETARIUM
is the place to go for star-gazing.
Night sky and weather permitting,
there is 30-minutes of telescope
gazing, during which visitors might
catch a glimpse of Jupiter or Saturn’s
rings (planetarium shows from
US$7.50, telescope viewings from
US$6; stardome.org.nz).

No visit to Auckland
will be complete

without partaking in the
L city's favourite pastime
—sailing on the
spectacular Waitemata
Harbour. Experience a
unique opportunity to participate as
crew on an actual America’s Cup yacht
with SAILNZ. Choose to sit back, relax
and take in the sights or have a go at
helping the crew steer the yacht, trim
the sails and even work the grinders
(US$120; explorenz.co.nz).

Join local wine

connoisseur and
author Phil Parker at
FINE WINE TOURS as
he personally guides
you on a relaxing
half-day or full-day
food and wine
adventure. Visit some
of New Zealand's prestigious
wineries, honey restaurants and
cheese shop in the nearby regions of
Kumeu, Matakana and even Waiheke
(from US$130; insidertouring.co.nz).

7We\|—known for its delicate
eateries, 19th century wooden
buildings, arts and craft and
specialist shops, the charming urban
village of historic Ponsonby is the
best place to go on a food tour. Zest
Ponsonby Gourmet Walk follows the
footsteps of the first ZEST FOOD
TOURS in Wellington and takes you
on a culinary journey of fine produce,
chocolates, and exceptional coffee
(US$145; zestfoodtours.co.nz).
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Housed in one of the country’s

finest heritage buildings, the
AUCKLAND MUSEUM tells the story
of New Zealand as a nation. Don't
miss the Museum’s war memorial
exhibition and the Museums Maori
treasures gallery, which displays over
2,000 priceless Maori artefacts. There
is also a daily Maori cultural
performance (while admission is
free, a donation of US$7.50 is

1 suggested for adults;

= aucklandmuseum.com).

Take in

Auckland
from the tallest
free-standing
structure in the
Southern
Hemisphere — the
iconic 328-metre
high SKY 3
TOWER. Travel up .
in the glass- — el
fronted lifts to one of the three
spectacular viewing platforms, or for
more thrills and excitement, Skywalk
round the pergola at 192 metres up
or Skylump off the Tower (admission
US$20; skycityauckland.co.nz).

WORDS: JOYCE HUANG AND CHRISTA LARWOOD, WITH CONRTIBUTIONS FROM CHARLES RAWLINGS-WAY.
PHOTOGRAPHS: GETTY IMAGES, PHOTONEWZEALAND/BARBARA TODD, AUCKLAND WAR MEMORIAL MUSEUM; KIERAN SCOTT
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3 OTHER AMAZING NEW ZEALAND EXPERIENCES
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HAPPY CAMPERS

WATCH MARINE LIFE IN KAIKOURA
Further down the east coast from the
Marlborough wine region on South
Island is the picturesque peninsula
town of Kaikoura, backed by the peaks
of the Seaward Kaikoura Ranges. Its
rugged beauty is a draw, but most come
here for the abundance of local wildlife:
whales - including the elusive sperm
whale —orcas, dolphins, fur seals and
penguins. There are a variety of ways to
encounter these creatures, such as
marinelife-spotting boat trips complete
with hydrophones (underwater
microphones) to pick up whale song
(US$110 for 2.5-hour tour; whalewatch.
co.nz), as well as helicopter tours, which
can allow you to see the creatures from
top to tail, as opposed to just a flipper or
spout that might be seen from a boat
(from US$170 per person in a group of
four; worldofwhales.co.n). Stay at the
Hapuku Lodge to continue the nature
theme, with its designer treehouses set
30-feet up in the air among a grove of
manuka trees, featuring hand-crafted
wooden furniture and large windows
(doubles from US$300; hapukulodge.
com).

CLIMB WEST-COAST GLACIERS

The west coast of New Zealand's South
Island is home to two glaciers, Fox and
Franz Josef - great rivers of ice that
descend the steep sides of Mount
Tasman and Mount Cook, making their
way through the rainforest of the
Westland National Park to the sea. They
are among the most dynamic glaciers in
the world — moving up to a metre a day,
which is ten times faster than regular
valley glaciers — leaving dramatic glacial
valleys in their wake. Franz Josef is
known to be particularly scenic, and it's
possible to hike through the surrounding
forest and even on its surface. Take a
half-cay, small-group walk on Franz
Josef with experienced guides (US$94,
with boots, jacket and other equipment
supplied; franzjosefglacier.com), or you
can 'heli hike’, where you are lifted high
up on the glacier and can explore the
blue ice-caves, columned seracs and
other pristine ice formations on foot
(US$305; website as above). Stay at the
wisteria-draped Holly Homestead B&B.
Built with native timbers in the 1920s, it
offers rooms with alpine views (doubles
from US$155; hollyhomestead.co.nz).

With snow-capped mountains,
rivers, glaciers, fiords and forests,
New Zealand is the perfect place to
drive around. A popular option is to
hire a camper van — check your
rear-view mirror on any far-flung
road and you'll likely see a shiny
vehicle packed with travellers, bikes
and portable barbecues behind you.

DISCOVER GLOW WORMS

IN WAITOMO

Located in the King Country on the North
Island is Waitomo, which looks like a
simple town above ground, but beneath
it lies an extraordinary system of
subterranean rivers and limestone caves.
Over 300 caves have been mapped,

featuring acres of stalactites and ! "Most towns have a campsite or
stalagmites, all illuminated by thousands campervan park with powered

of native glow worms. These can be sites for around US$30 per night
viewed in a sedate and claustrophobe- (newzealand.com/camping). There are
friendly way, such as a walking tour and also over 200 vehicle-accessible

boat ride through the ethereally beautiful Department of Conservation (DOC)
(but rather unimaginatively named) Glow campsites, ranging from free to US$13
Worm Cave (US$50; waitomo.com). For per person per night (docgovt.nz).

the more adventurous, there is
black-water rafting — a combination of
caving, jumping down waterfalls and
floating through underground
waterways, with a Milky Way of glow
worms passing overhead (US$93,
including wetsuit, helmet and other
equipment; website as above). A quick
two-minute walk from the caves' visitor
centre is the Waitomo Caves Guest
Lodge, with cabins set in a garden and
views of the countryside (doubles from
US$100; waitomocavesguestlodge.co.nz).

! "New Zealand is full of ecologically
sensitive areas, so you should never
camp off the beaten track before
checking at the local DOC office
—and be sure to clean up when you
leave. For tips on ‘freedom
camping’, visit camping.org.nz.

! Campervan hire is available
throughout the country, starting at
around US$95 per day for a simple
two-berth cabin with cooker and
refrigerator (autorentals.co.nz).
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